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Graft-De Rijp, June 2017 

 

Dear Twinners, 

In October this year, the Polish Twinners will be heading for "The West" for the annual exchange. But 

somewhere in Germany they descend to "down" and set heading for Castel Notre Dame in the 

Belgian Voerstreek near Teuven. The Voerstreek is part of the Flemish Region and this part of 

Belgium (West) Limburg is located directly under our province (East) Limburg. 

The exchange will take place from Friday 6th to Monday 9th, October 2017 in this beautiful area just 

across the Dutch Belgian border. 

In February of this year, a delegation 

already visited the Castel and explored 

the area. This is a castle-like building 

on a large estate. In the past years this 

Castel offered the opportunity to 

children of poor families to have a 

holiday. Now it is used as a kind of 

youth hostel. As association we will 

have access to a separate part of the 

building where the sleeping areas are. 

Meals are served in the main building, 

where also the bar is situated. 

A maximum of 50 people can be accommodated in the building we will use. 8 Rooms with 3 bunk 

beds (= 6 people) each and 1 room with 2 beds. This last room is basically kept free in case someone 

needs a separate room. 

 

A first survey has shown that at least 

40 participants can be expected, 

including 15 Polish Twinners. This has 

made the committee decide to travel 

to Belgium by coach to organize the 

transport of the entire group on the 

spot. 

 

Opgericht 

6 april 1979 
 

Secretariaat: 

p.a. Julianalaan 62 

1483 VM  De Rijp 

tel. 0299-671423 
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What are we intending to do during this weekend?  

The program is basically scheduled for the following visits: 

On Saturday: 

- The Abbey of Val Dieu. Next to 

the abbey there is also the 

beer brewery of Val Dieu; 

- The Commandery of Sint 

Pieter-Voeren, where a trout 

nursery is located and where 

also the source of the river 

Voer is situated which gave it’s 

name to the area; 

- The syrup factory also 

established in this place, 

where traditional apple-pear 

syrup is produced; 

- The Commandery of Alden Biesen, the former headquarters of the German Knights Order at 

the time of the Crusades. 

 

On Sunday: 

- The marl caves of Kanne; 

- The “oldest city” of our country 

Maastricht. Among other 

things, there will be a visit to 

the Natural History Museum, 

where fossils from the marl 

caves are exhibited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apart from the Twinning exchange, a program will be scheduled for Friday and Monday. One of the 

idea’s is to visit the "oldest city" of Belgium, Tongeren on Friday. 

 

If weather is good, there are several possibilities for a walk in this beautiful area. 
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What will participation in this exchange cost? 

 

Members of the Twinning Association Graft-De Rijp € 185,00 

Children 4 – 15 jaar (only under adult supervision) € 92,50 

Members of the Twinning Association Chalfont St. Giles € 185,00 

Non-members € 210,00 

 

Participants of the Polish Twinning Association pay a contribution per person. This has been adjusted 

in view of the fact that the exchange is organized by the Graft-De Rijp Twinning Association. 

 

 

What’s included in this price? 

- Travel expenses from Holland to Belgium and back; As well as on-the-spot transport; 

- Overnight stays on Friday, Saturday and Sunday; 

- Breakfast on Saturday, Sunday and Monday; 

- (packed) Lunch on Saturday and Sunday; 

- Dinner on Friday, Saturday and Sunday; 

- On Saturday and Sunday, access to the places to be visited for a total amount of € 45,00 per 

person (adults). 

 

 

What should you bring with you, next to the "normal business"? 

Because we are going to stay overnight in a youth hostel, we need to bring some things with us, such 

as: 

- Sheets and pillows; a sleeping bag is also possible. Blankets are on the spot; 

- Towels and washcloths. 

 

 

Sign in and over subscription. 

Based on 15 Polish participants, the maximum number of persons participating in this trip will be 35. 

In case of over-subscription, the Committee of the Association, formulated extra rules in addition to 

the Travel regulations of paragraph 6 and 7 of the Twinning Association Graft-De Rijp dated March 1st 

2010. The additional rules of participation are: 

1 If the number of interested parties for this exchange exceeds the maximum number of 

participants, members will go for non-members. If the number of members exceeds the 

maximum number of participants that has been set, the committee of the Graft-De Rijp 

Twinning Association will determine who can participate in the trip through lottery.  

2 A person who can not participate in the trip as a result of the lottery mentioned above can be 

placed on a reserve list if desired. Also on this list members will go before non-members. 
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Interested? 

If you are interested in this event and want to participate, please contact the Twinning Association of 

Graft-De Rijp for more information:  

Mail: info@twinningvereniging-graftderijp.nl 

 

Sign in before: July 21st  2017 

Payment is required before: Augustus 13th  2017 

 

 

Information. 

On the home page of the Twinning 

website:  

www.twinningvereniging-graftderijp.nl  

you can find the button: België 2017.  

Via this button you will enter a separate 

section of the website that is equipped 

for this special exchange. 

 

As Twinning Association we hope to make this visit with our Polish friends to an historic and 

educational exchange in the border area of Belgian and Limburg. 

 

The Graft-De Rijp Twinning committee. 


